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that	 trying	 to	plan	 for	 the	 future	without	 a	 sense	of	 the	past	 is	 like	 trying	 to	plant	 cut
flowers.	We	are	trying	to	raise	a	lot	of	cut	flowers	these	days.	Public	policy,	journalism,	foreign







historical	 work	 today	 involves	 the	 meticulous	 examination	 of	 primary	 documents,	 periodic
reexamination	 of	 long-held	 conclusions,	 and	 rigorous	 debate	 about	 interpretation.	 Like	 all
university-based	historians,	along	with	teaching	and	institutional	service,	I	have	been	engaged
in	 similar	 scholarly	 pursuits—specifically,	 examining	 the	 nexus	 of	 religion	 and	 politics	 in
seventeenth-century	Puritan	London.
I	am	also	a	public	historian;	 that	discipline	 takes	historical	 inquiry	 to	another	 important
level,	 making	 academic	 history	 accessible	 to	 a	 wider	 audience.	 Many	 people	 hunger	 to
understand	the	historical	context	of	events	and	personalities	that	affect	our	world	today	but	are
so	caught	up	in	immediate	pressures	of	life	that	they	have	little	time	for	serious	inquiry.	Public




















discovery	 to	 the	recent	era	of	 social	and	political	upheaval.	Naturally,	none	of	 them	tells	 the




All	 visitors	may	access	 the	website,	but	 subscribers	 receive	a	daily	 email	 journey	 into	history,
crafted	from	the	daily	programs	heard	on	A	Moment	in	Time.
After	each	title	in	this	book	is	a	date	associated	with	the	events	described	in	the	vignette.
After	 that	 is	 a	 reference	 (e.g.,	 03-007)	 that	 ties	 the	 story	 to	 a	 transcript	 at
www.amomentintime.com,	where	 the	reader	can	examine	a	discussion	of	 the	 topic	 in	greater
detail.	Some	vignettes	have	more	than	one	reference.
Each	story	has	a	corresponding	entry	in	the	Bibliographic	Appendix	with	a	list	of	resources.
These	 lists	are	not	exhaustive	but	will	help	readers	begin	a	voyage	of	discovering	more	about
the	topic.
Those	of	us	at	Familius	wish	you	“fair	winds	and	following	seas”	as	you	begin	your	journey
into	the	exciting	and	challenging	American	experience.
